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Working with Images5

Make your Web page more interesting by adding photos, 

graphics, animation, video, and other visual elements.  This 

chapter shows you how to insert and format these elements.

Topic 5



Topics: Working with Images

▪ Insert an image into a Web page

▪ Crop an Image

▪ Resize an Image

▪ Open an Image in an Image Editor

▪ Add a Background Image

▪ Change Text Colors

▪ Create a Rollover Image

▪ Insert a Video from YouTube



Image File Formats

Understanding Web Page 
Images

JPEG GIF PNG

▪ You can find free clip art images on the Web at 
http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/images/

Source:  Simplified Creating Web Pages with HTML by Sherry Willard Kinkoph



JPEG

▪ JPEG or JPG which stands for Joint Photographic 
Experts Group, supports 24 bit color, allowing for 
millions of colors.

▪ The JPEG format is commonly used for complex 
images, such as photos or graphics that used 
millions of colors and feature lots of detail.

▪ JPEG is not a good choice for simple artwork 
because it results in a larger overall file size, which 
in turn , takes longer to display on Web pages. 

Understanding Web Page 
Images

Source:  Simplified Creating Web Pages with HTML by Sherry Willard Kinkoph



GIF

▪ GIF, which stands for Graphics Interchange 
Format, supports up to 256 colors.  

▪ The GIF format is more common with simple 
images, such as simple graphics utilizing basic 
shapes and lines, and logos.

▪ If you image or graphic contains few colors and 
not a lot of detail, GIF is a good file format choice. 

Understanding Web Page 
Images

Source:  Simplified Creating Web Pages with HTML by Sherry Willard Kinkoph



PNG

▪ The PNG format, which stands for Portable 
Network Graphics, offers rich color support and 
advanced compression schemes.

▪ It is good choice for any kind of images, from 
graphics to photographs.  

▪ PNG supports 24-bit color, like JPEG, but greater 
file compression.

▪ Choose PNG if you intended audience most likely 
uses a new browser version.

Understanding Web Page 
Images

Source:  Simplified Creating Web Pages with HTML by Sherry Willard Kinkoph



Downloading Considerations

▪ Browsers must first download an image before 
users can view it on the Web page.

▪ Large images can take a long time to display, 
especially with slower Internet connection speeds.

▪ For this reason, you need to consider the overall 
file size of an image when deciding whether to add 
it to a Web page.

▪ Do not populate your page with many large 
pictures, or the download time will be excessive.

Understanding Web Page 
Images

Source:  Simplified Creating Web Pages with HTML by Sherry Willard Kinkoph



▪ You can insert different types of images into your 
Web page, including clip art, digital camera 
images, and scanned photos.

▪ You must first save the images in a Web format, 
such as GIF, PNG, or JPEG

Insert an Image into a Web 
page 

JPEG GIF PNG



Insert an Image into a Web page

1. Click to mouse position where you want to insert 
the image.

2. Click Insert

3. Click Image

Note: You can also click Image         button in the 
Common Insert panel

4. Click       and select the folder that contains the 
image

5. Click the image file that you want to insert into 
your Web page.

Insert an Image into a Web 
Page



6. Click OK

7. Enter a description of the image.
Note:    Alternative text appear in the code behind an image and 

displays only if the image is not visible.

Alternative text is especially important for the visually 
impaired visitors who use screen readers to “read” Web 
pages to them.

8. Enter a URL for a longer description, if available.

9. Click OK

Insert an Image into a Web page

Insert an Image into a Web 
Page



Insert an Image into a Web page

Insert an Image into a Web 
Page
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Insert an Image into a Web page

Insert an Image into a Web 
Page

The Select Image 
Source dialog box 
appears.

A preview of the 
image appears.
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6
You can insert an image that 
exists at an external Web 
address by typing the address 
into the URL field.



Insert an Image into a Web page

Insert an Image into a Web 
Page

8
7

Alternative text appear in the 
code behind an image and 
displays only if the image is not 
visible.

The image appears 
where you 
positioned your 
cursor in the Web 
page.

To delete an image, 
click the image and 
press <Delete>.



▪ You can trim, or crop, an image by using the 
Crop tool and dragging the crop handles to 
adjust how much of the image you want to 
show.

▪ This can be useful for quick edits without using 
an external image-editing program, as it 
physically crops the image file.

Crop an Image



Crop an Image

1. Click an image to select it.

2. Click the Crop tool

3. Click OK

4. Click and drag the black, square handles to 
define the area that you want to crop.

5. Double-click inside the crop box.

Crop an Image



Crop an Image
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You can turn off this 
warning by clicking 
the check box.



Crop an Image

5

4

The image trims to 
the size of the crop 
box.



Should I edit images in Dreamweaver or 
use an external graphics program? 

Adobe has added the Crop and other basic editing 
tools to make working on a Web page faster and 
easier.

If you need to do a simple crop, the Crop tool is 
faster than opening the image in an image-editing 
program such as Adobe Fireworks or Adobe 
Photoshop.

However, if you want to save a copy of the original 
before you make the crop, or do other image editing, 
then you need to use a dedicated image-editing 
program

Crop an Image



▪ You can change the display size of an image 
without changing the file size of the image.

▪ You can do this by using a percentage or a 
pixel size, or by clicking and dragging the 

corner of the image.

NOTE: Pixels are tiny, solid-color squares that make up a 
digital image.  When you specify a site in pixels, you 
are using a very small unit of measurement.

Resize an Image 



Resize Using Pixel Dimensions

1. Click an image to select it.

2. Type the desired width of the image, either in 
pixels.

3. Press <Enter>

4. Type the desired height of the image in pixels 
or as a percentage.

5. Press <Enter>

Resize an Image



Resize Using Pixel or Percentage 
Dimensions 
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Resize Using Pixel or Percentage 
Dimensions 

The image displays with 
its new dimensions.



Click and Drag to Resize

1. Click an image to select it.

2. Drag one of the handles at the edge of the image

Note: To resize the image proportionally, press and hold 
down the shift as you drag a corner

Resize an Image



Click and Drag to Resize

Resize an Image

To resize the image 
proportionally, press 
and hold down <Shift> 
as you drag a corner.

1

2 The image expands or 
contracts to the new 
size.



Reset the Image to the Original 
Size

1. Click the image to select it.

2. Click Reset Size in the Property inspector.

Resize an Image



The image returns to its 
original size.

Resize an Image to the 
Original Size



What is the best way to change the 
dimensions of an image on a Web page? 

Although you can change the pixel dimensions or 
click and drag an image in Dreamweaver to stretch 
or shrink it on the Web page, this does not actually 
resize the image’s true dimensions.

Click and dragging an image may cause distortion 
or alter proportions.

A better to resize an image is to open it an image 
editor such as Adobe Fireworks or Photoshop, and 
change its actual size.

Resize an Image



▪ Adobe designed Dreamweaver to work with 
multiple image programs so that you can easily 
open and edit the images while you are working 
on your Web page.

▪ Adobe Fireworks and Photoshop are 
sophisticated image-editing programs that are 
designed to make many changes to an image.

Open an Image in an Image 
Editor

NOTE:  Although you can use any image editor.  Fireworks and 
Photoshop are integrated with Dreamweaver because Adobe makes 
all three programs



Open an Image in an Image 
Editor

1. Click an image to select it in Dreamweaver.

Note:  You can open any image in an external 
image editor from within Dreamweaver

2. Click Photoshop in the Property inspector.

3. After making your changes, click File

4. Click Save As

5. Save the image with the same name and format, 
replacing the original image.

Open an Image in an Image 
Editor



What can you do in an image-editing 
program? 

A program such as Adobe Fireworks or Photoshop 
allows you to edit and combine images to create 
almost anything that you can image.

If you have Fireworks installed, than you can open 
it to edit an image directly from Dreamweaver.

In the Property inspector, click the Edit/ Fireworks 
Logo button.

Open an Image in an Image 
Editor



▪ You can insert an image into the background of 
a Web page to add texture and depth to your 
design.

▪ Background images appear behind any text or 
images that you are on your Web page and are 
repeated across and down the Web browser 
window unless you specify otherwise.

Add a Background Image



Add a Background Image

1. Select Modify and then Page Properties

2. Click Appearance (CSS)

3. Click Browse

4. Click        and select the folder that contains the 
background image file

5. Click the background image that you want to 
insert.

6. Click OK.

Add a Background Image



Add a Background Image

7. Click here and choose an option to specify 
whether or not the image should repeat across 
and down the page.

8. Click OK

Add a Background Image



What types of images make a good 
backgrounds? 

Textures, subtle patterns, and photos with large 
open areas all make good background images.

It is important to make sure that the image does not
clash with the text and other content in the 
foreground or overwhelm the rest of the page.

Using an image that tiles seamlessly is also a good 
idea so that your background appears to be one 
large image that covers the entire page.

Fireworks includes a number of features that can 
help you create a background image.

Add a Background Image



Are backgrounds always patterns? 

Although many backgrounds repeat a pattern of 
some kind, a background image can also be an 
image that is big enough to fill the entire screen.

Because a background image tiles, a vertical image 
creates a stripe across the top of the page, and a 
horizontal image creates a left-hand stripe

Add a Background Image



▪ You can add color to your Web pages by 
changing the background color.

▪ Dreamweaver offers a selection of Web-safe 
colors that are designed to display well on all 
computer monitors.

Change the Background Color



Change the Background Color

1. Select Modify and then Page Properties

2. Click Appearance (CSS)

3. Click the Background color to open the color 

palette 

4. Click a color from the menu using the 

Eyedropper tool.

5. Click OK

Change the Background Color



Change the Background Color

Change the Background Color
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The background of 
your Web page 
displays in the color 
that you selected.



▪ You can change the text color for the entire 
page using Dreamweaver’s Page Properties.

▪ When you alter page and text colors, make 
sure that the text is still readable.  

▪ In general, light text colors work best against 
a dark background and dark text colors work 
best against a light background.

Change Text Colors



Change Text Colors

1. Select Modify and then Page Properties

2. Click Appearance

3. Click Text color to open the color palette.

4. Click a color using the Eyedropper tool.

5. Click OK

Change Text Colors



Change Text Colors

Change Text Colors
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Any text on your Web 
page displays the 
color that you 
selected.



▪ Rollover images are designed to react when 
someone rolls a cursor over them.

▪ They are commonly used in navigation bars and 
other links, but they can also be used to add a 
little surprise to your pages

▪ A rollover effect can be subtle or dramatic, 
depending on the difference between the two 
images that you use in the rollover, but both 
images must be the same size.

Create a Rollover Image



Create a rollover image
1. Position the pointer where you want to insert the 

rollover image

2. Select the Insert tab

3. Select Rollover Image

Create a Rollover Image



Create a rollover image
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Create a Rollover Image



Create a rollover image
4. Type an identifying name for scripting 

purposes.

5. Click Browse and select the first image

6. Click Browse and select the second image.

7. Type an alternative text

8. Click on the OK button

Create a Rollover Image



Create a rollover image
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Create a Rollover Image



Create a rollover image for the 
navigation bar

When you roll your 
cursor over the first 
rollover image in a 
Web browser, the 
second image appears.

Dreamweaver 
automatically inserts 
the scripting that you 
need to rollover effect 
work.



How does the rollover image work? 

The interactive effect of a rollover image requires 
more than HTML Dreamweaver creates this effect 
by using a scripting language called JavaScript.

JavaScript is used for many kinds of interactivity, 
from image swaps to pop-up windows.

JavaScript is more complex then HTML code.

Dreamweaver includes many other JavaScript 
features in the Behaviors panel.

To see what other kinds of behaviors are available, 
use the Window menu to select Behaviors.

Create a Rollover Image



▪ One of the easiest ways to add video to your Web 
pages is to embed the video from the popular 
video site YouTube, www.youtube.com

▪ You can embed almost any video on YouTube 
into your Web site by copying and pasting a little 
code from YouTube into your site.

Insert a Video from YouTube

http://www.youtube.com/


Insert a Video from YouTube
1. Position the pointer where you want to insert the 

rollover image

2. Click Insert

3. Click Image Objects

4. Click Rollover Image

5. Type an identifying name for scripting purposes.

6. Click Browse and select the first image

7. Click Browse and select the second image.

Insert a Video from YouTube                          
(pg 98)


