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Creating Hyperlinks6

Links, also called hyperlinks, are used to connected related 
information. Using Dreamweaver, you can create links from 

one page to another in your Web site, or to other Web sites on 
the Internet, and you can also create e-mail links and image 

maps.  This chapter shows you how to create links using both 
text and images.

Topic 6



Topics: Creating Hyperlinks

▪ Link to Other Pages in Your Web Site

▪ Link to Another Web Site

▪ Use an Image a a Link

▪ Create a Jump Link within a Page

▪ Create a Link to Another File Type

▪ Create an Image Map

▪ Create a Link Using the Files Panel

▪ Open a Linked Page in a New Browser Window

▪ Create an E-mail Link

▪ Create Links

▪ Change the Color of Links on a Page



Understanding Links

▪ Hyperlinks, or links for short, are the heart and 
soul of Web pages.

▪ Links enable users to navigate from one topic to 
the next and from one page to another.

▪ The user simply clicks the link and the browser 

immediately opens the designated page.



Types of Links

▪ Links can be text or images.  Most commonly, 
links appear as underlined text on a page.

▪ However, images, also make good links.

▪ When a user hovers his or her mouse pointer over 
a link, the pointer takes the shape of a pointing 
hand, indicating the presence of an active link. 

Understanding Links

Text  Image



Absolute and Relative Links

▪ You can use two types of links in your HTML 
documents:  absolute and relative.

▪ Absolute links use a complete URL to point to a 
specific page on a different Web site.

▪ Relative links use shorthand to reference a page. 
You generally use relative links to reference 
documents on the same Web site. 

Understanding Links



Relative Links

Understanding Links



Absolute Links

Understanding Links



▪ Dreamweaver makes it easy to create a link from 
one page in your Web site to another page so that 
your visitors can navigate your Web site.

Link to Other Pages in Your 
Web Site



Create a Link

1. Click and drag to select the text that you want 
to turn into a link.

2. Click the Link in the HTML Property 
inspector.

3. Click here and select the folder that contains 
the destination page.

4. Click the HTML file to which you want to link.

5. Click OK

Link to Other Pages in Your 
Web Site



Create a Link

Link to Other Pages in Your 
Web Site
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Create a Link

Link to Other Pages in Your 
Web Site 

The new link appears 
in color and 
underlined.

You can click          to 
test the link by 
previewing the file in 
a Web browser.



Open and Edit a Linked Page

1. Click anywhere on the text of the link whose 
destination you want to open.

2. Click Modify

3. Click Open Linked Page.

Link to Other Pages in Your 
Web Site



Open and Edit a Linked Page

Link to Other Pages in Your 
Web Site
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The link destination 
opens in a Document 
window, allowing you 
to edit that document.



How should I organize the files that make 
up my Web site? 

You should keep the files that make up your Web site in one 
main folder that you define as your local site root folder.

This enables you to easily find pages and images, and create 
links between your pages.

It also ensures that all of the links work correctly when you 
transfer the files to a Web server.

If you have many pages under one section, you can create 
subfolders to further divide the file structure of your site.  
You may also want to create  a separate folder for images.

Link to Other Pages in 
Your Web Site



▪ You can link from your Web site to any other 
Web site on your Internet, giving your visitors 
access to additional information and providing 
valuable references to related information.

Link to Another Web Site



Create a Link
1. Click and drag to select the next that you want 

to turn into a link.

2. Type the Web address of the destination page 
in the Link field.

3. Click _blank to create a link that will open in a 
new browser window or tab.

Link to Another Web Site

NOTE:  You must type http:// before the Web 
address.



http://www.losmedanos.edu/brentwood
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The new link appears 
in color and 
underlined.

You can click          to 
test the link by 
previewing the file in 
a Web browser.

Copy and paste the 
Google map link into 
the Link field.

Link to Another Web Site 

3



Remove a Link

1. Select the text of the link that you want to 
remove.

2. Click Modify

3. Click Remove Link

Link to Another Web Site



Remove a Link

Link to Another Web Site
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Dreamweaver 
removes the link, and 
the text no longer 
appears in color and 
underlined.



How do I ensure that my links to other 
Web sites always work? 

You do not have control over the Web pages on other Web 
sites to which you have linked.

If you have linked to a Web page whose file is later renamed 
or taken offline, your viewers receive an error message when 
they click the link on your Web site.

Maintain your Web site by periodically checking your links.

You can also use software or Web site tune-up services, such 
as www.netmechanic.com to perform this check for you.

Link to Another Web Site

http://www.netmechanic.com/


▪ You can use an image to create a link to 
another page or Web site in much the same 
way that you create a link with text.

▪ Using images as links makes it possible to 
give visitors to your site more ways to move 
from page to page.

Using an Image as a Link



Create an Image Link to Other 
Pages in Your Web Site 

1. Click the image that you want to turn into a link.

2. In the Property Inspector, click the Link

3. Click here and select the folder that contains the 
destination page.

4. Click the HTML file to which you want to link.

5. Click OK

6. Repeat steps 1-5 for the other images

Using an Image as a Link
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Create an Image Link to Other 
Pages in Your Web Site



Dreamweaver 
automatically inserts 
the filename and path 
to the linked page.

You can click       to 
test the link by 
previewing your page 
in a Web browser.

Create an Image Link to Other 
Pages in Your Web Site



1. Click the image that you want to turn into a 
link.

2. In the Property Inspector, click the Link

3. Copy or type the Web address of the Web site 
in the Link filed.

Using an Image as a Link

Create an Image Link to another 
Web Site 
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Create an Image Link to another 
Web Site

You can click                   
to test the link by 
previewing your page 
in a Web browser.

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=101A+Sand+Creek+Roa

d,+Brentwood,+CA&sll=37.0625,-

95.677068&sspn=44.658568,41.660156&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=101+Sand+Creek+Rd,+Brent

wood,+Contra+Costa,+California+94513&z=16

Copy and paste the 
Google map link into 
the Link field.
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Remove a Border from a Linked 
Image

1. Click to select the linked image.

2. Type the number 0 in the Border field.

3. Press <Enter>

Using an Image as a Link



Using an Image as a Link (pg 107)
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Dreamweaver 
removes the link, and 
the text no longer 
appears in color and 
underlined.

1
Remove a Border from a Linked 
Image



How do I create a navigation bar for my 
Web page? 

Many Web sites include a list of links to the main 
pages or sections of a Web site.  This collection of 
links is commonly called a navigation bar.

The best place to create these links is at the top, side 
or bottom of each page.  

Including links to the main pages of your site on 
every page in your site makes it easier for viewers to 
navigate.

Using an Image as a 
Link



How will visitors to my Web site know to 
click an image? 

When a visitor rolls a cursor over an image, that 
serves as a link, their cursor turns into a hand.

You can make it clearer which images are linked 
by putting links in context with other content, and 
by grouping links to let visitors know that images 
are clickable.

Using an Image as a 
Link



▪ You can create a link to other content on the 
same page.

▪ Same-page links ,often called jump links or 
anchor links, are commonly  used on long pages 
when you want to provide an easy to way to 
navigate to relevant information lower on the 

page.

Create a Jump Link within a 
Page



Create a Jump Link within a Page

1. Position the mouse pointer where you want to 
insert the name anchor.

2. Click       and choose Common

3. Clicked Named Anchor.

4. Type a name for the anchor

5. Click OK

6. Click and drag to select the text that you want to 
link to the anchor.

Create a Jump Link within a 
Page



Create a Jump Link within a Page

7. Click in the Common Insert bar.

8. Click the Link

9. Click the anchor name.

10.Click OK

Create a Jump Link within a 
Page



Why would I create a jump link to 
something on the same page? 

Web designers often use jump links, or same-page 
hyperlinks, to make it easier to find text that appears 
lower on a page.

For example, these links are frequently used as Back 
to Top links that bring you to the beginning of a 
page when you click a link lower on the page.

If you have a Web page that is a glossary, same-page 
links allow you to link different parts of the glossary 
from a link menu at the top of the page. 

Create a Jump Link within 
a Page



▪ Links do not have to lead just to other Web 
pages.

▪ You can also link to other file types, such as 
image files, word processing documents, PDF 
files and multimedia files.

▪ Many of these files require their own players, but 
as long as your visitor has the required program, 
the file opens automatically when the user clicks 

the link.

Create a Link to Another File 
Type



Create a link to another file type
1. Click and drag to select the text that you want to 

turn into a link.

2. Click the Link folder in the HTML Property 
inspector.

3. Click here and select the folder that contains the 
destination file.

4. Click the file to which you want to link

5. Click OK.

6. Select the Target to _blank

7. Click          and select a Web browser.

Create a Link to Another File 
Type



Create a link to another file type

Create a Link to Another File 
Type (pg 110)
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You can click                   
to test the link by 
previewing your page 
in a Web browser.

The new links 
appears in color and 

underlined.
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Create a link to another file type

Create a Link to Another File 
Type

When you click the link in a 
Web browser, the linked file 
opens.

In this example, a PDF 
document opens in the Web 
browser window.



How do users see files that are not HTML 
document? 

What users see when they click links to other types of files 
depends on how they have configured their Web browsers 
and what applications they have installed on their computer.

For example, if you link to a QuickTime movie (which has a 
.mov file extension), your visitors need to have a player that 
can display QuickTime movies.

It is always good practice to include a link to the player for 
any special file type, to make it easy for users to find and 
download it if they choose.

Create a Link to Another 
File Type



▪ You can link different areas of an image to 
different pages with an image map.

▪ First, you define areas of the image, called 
hotspots, using Dreamweaver’s image-mapping 
tools and then you turn them into links.

Create an Image Map



Create an Image Map

1. Click an image.

2. Type a name for the image map

3. Click a drawing tool

4. Draw an area on the image using the tool that 
you selected.

5. Click 

6. Click here and select the folder that contains the 
destination file

Create an Image Map



Create an Image Map

7. Click the file to which you want to link.

8. Click OK

Create an Image Map



Can image maps be used for geographical 
maps that link to multiple locations? 

Yes. An interactive geographical map, such as a map 
of Latin America, is a common place to see hotspots 
in action.

You can create one by adding a graphic image of a 
map to your Web page and then defining a hotspot 
over each location to which you want to link.

Use the Polygon tool to draw around boundaries that 
do not follow a square shape.  

Finally, assign a different link to each hotspot.

Create an Image Map



▪ Dreamweaver provides multiple options for 
creating links.

▪ For example, you can create links quickly and 
easily using either the Property inspector or the 

Files panel.

Create a Link Using the Files 
Panel

NOTE:  Your Web pages are displayed in the Files panel only if 
you have set up your Web site in Dreamweaver, an important first 
step is covered in Chapter 2.



Create a Link using the Files 
Panel

1. Click and drag to select the text that you want to 
turn into a link.

2. Click Point to File button

3. Drag the cursor until it is over the file that you 
want to link to in the Files panel.

Create a Link Using the Files 
Panel

NOTE:  Make sure both the Document window and the 
Files panel are visible and that HTML is selected in the 
Properties inspector.



Create a Link using the Files Panel

Create a Link Using the Files 
Panel
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The destination  file displays 
in the Link field in the 
Property inspector.



▪ You can create a link that, when clicked, opens a 
new Web browser window to display the 
destination page.

▪ Opening a new browser window allows a user to 

keep the previous Web page open.

Open a Linked Page in a New 
Browser Window



Open a linked page in a new 
browser

1. Click and drag to select the link that you want to 
open in a new browser.

2. Click the Target

3. Click _blank

4. Click to preview the page in  a Web browser.

5. Click the link

Open a Linked Page in a New 
Browser Window (pg 115)



Open a linked page in a new browser

Open a Linked Page in a New 
Browser Window (pg 115)
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Open a linked page in a new browser

Open a Linked Page in a New 
Browser Window

The link destination 
appears in a new 
browser window, and the 
page with the link 
remains open behind the 
linked page.
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Open a linked page in a new browser

Open a Linked Page in a New 
Browser Window
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Open a linked page in a new browser

Open a Linked Page in a New 
Browser Window

The link destination 
appears in a new 
browser window, and the 
page with the link 
remains open behind the 
linked page.



▪ You can create an e-mail link in your Web 
page.

▪ When a user clicks the link, it launches an e-
mail program on the user’s computer, creates a 
message, and inserts the e-mail address into the 
Address field.

Create an E-Mail Link



Create an E-Mail Link

1. Click to select the text or image that you want to 
turn into an e-mail link.

2. Select the Insert tab

3. Select Email Link

4. Type the e-mail address to which you want to 
link.

5. Click OK

Create an E-Mail Link



Create an E-Mail Link

Create an E-Mail Link
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Create an E-Mail Link

Create an E-Mail Link

Dreamweaver creates 
your e-mail link and 
the selected text 
displays in color and 
underlined.

You can click                   
to test the link by 
previewing your page 
in a Web browser.

Note:  For an e-mail link to work properly, a user must have an e-mail 
program installed on their computer.



▪ You can automatically verify the links on a 
Web page.

▪ Using Dreamweaver’s link-testing features, 
you can also create a report that lists any links 
that are broken.

▪ There are many ways to which links can 
become broken.  Dreamweaver makes it easy 
to find and fix them.

Check Links



Check Links

1. Click File

2. Click Check Links Sitewide

Check Links



Check Links

2

1

3

Dreamweaver checks 
the local links and 
lists any broken that it 
finds in the Results 
panel.

You can edit a 
broken destination or 
image file by 
selecting the name of 
the link in Results 
panel and then 
clicking the Browser 
to locate the correct 
file.

Dreaweaver cannot 
verify links to Web 
pages on external 
sites.
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▪ You can change the color of the links on your 
Web page to make them match the visual style 
of the other text and images on your page.

▪ You can also remove the underline linked text.

Change the Color of Links on  
a Page

Link Color
Visited Link

Active

Link

Rollover 

Link



What do each of the link options in the 
Page in the Page Properties dialog box 
represent? 

Link color represents the display color for a link 
that has not yet been clicked by a site visitor

Visited links represents the color a link changes to 
after it has been clicked

Rollover links represents the display color link 
changes to as a visitor rolls a cursor over it

Active links represents the display color a link 
changes to when a visitor is actively clicking it.

Change the Color of Links 
on  a Page



Change the color of links on a 
Page

1. From the Main Menu, select File

2. Select Page Properties

3. Click Links (CSS) category

4. Click the Link Color

5. Click a color from the menu using the color 
palette tool.

6. Repeat Steps 4 and 5 to specify colors for 
Rollover Links, Visited Links and Active links

Change the Color of Links on  
a Page



Change the color of links on a Page

Change the Color of Links on  
a Page
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Change the color of links on a Page
7. Click the Underline Style

8. Click Always Underline to remove the underline 
from all of your links

9. Click OK

Change the Color of Links on  
a Page

87
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Change the color of links on a Page

Change the Color of Links on  
a Page

The link display 
without underlines 
in the specified Link 
color.



What color will my links be if I do not 
choose colors for them? 

Blue is the default link color in Dreamweaver 
Document window.

What viewers see when the page opens in a Web 
browser depends on their browser settings.

By default, most Web browsers display unvisited 
links as purple, and rollover links as red..

Change the Color of Links 
on  a Page


